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464 Book Notices. 

The boats on the Han-kiang are remarkably like American 
canoes, pointed at both ends, and with a sheer slope towards the 
centre of the bottom (there is no keel), which is about four inches 
in width. All the boats have water-tight compartments. The river 
is rarely deep enough to admit of steering, but a long pole with a 
board on the end serves for a rudder on occasion. The boatmen 
are very like American Indians, and all the traffic of Shensi with the 
Yang-tse-kiang is carried in their light canoes. With his arrival at 
Hankow Mr. Nichols closes his most entertaining and instructive 
volume. 

The illustrations, mostly taken by the author, are many and 
excellent. 



A Pronouncing Gazetteer and Geographical Dictionary of the Philippine 
Islands, United States of America, with Maps, Charts, and Illustra- 
tions. Also the Law of Civil Government in the Philippine Islands, 
passed by Congress and approved by the President July i, ip02, with 
a Complete Index. Prepared in the Bureau of Insular Affairs, War 
Department, ip02. (September 30, 1902.) Washington, Government Print- 
ing Office, ipo2. 

This Gazetteer is a compendium of information, gathered from 
all available sources, concerning the Philippine Islands, their geo- 
graphy, physical features, commerce, resources, population, etc., 
followed by an alphabetically-arranged list of islands, provinces, 
towns, lakes, mountains, light-houses, etc., etc., to the number of 
10,300, with maps, charts, and illustrations. 

The volume contains 933 closely and handsomely printed pages, 
admirably arranged and condensed, and it does the greatest credit 
to the resources of the War Department. 

Without taking part in the discussion of a reform in the spelling 
of Filipino names, the Gazetteer wisely retains the old Spanish 
orthography, not only because Government publications follow that 
system, but with the view of avoiding further confusion on the 
subject. 

The test of a geographical dictionary is its use, and that is an 
affair of time, which may be trusted to establish the authority of 
this book. 



